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“I am the Light of the World.  
Whoever follows Me will      

never walk in darkness,               
but will have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 
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Ascension is called the forgotten 
festival because it is often neglected 
and frequently goes unnoticed even 
by church members.  The same sad 
title could be given to Epiphany, with 
perhaps even more reason.  Many 
Christians do not know what the 
church is celebrating on January 6th, 
and do not realize what the Season 
of Epiphany is all about.  Are we any 
different?  Few understand how it 
could be a daily source of strength 
for us.  Do we really appreciate all of 
the glimpses of our Savior’s glory 
that the Epiphany Season provides?   

The dictionary defines Epiphany as a 
kind of manifestation or revelation 
of Christ’s divinity.  The various texts 
that have been chosen for the 
Epiphany Season show us 
unmistakably the true identity of 
that little Child lying in a manger.  
Throughout the entire Epiphany 
Season, we listen to accounts of the 
exciting miracles that Jesus 
performed, the signs that pointed to 
Jesus as God’s Son and the world’s 
Savior.  It is little wonder that these 
Epiphany texts are treasured and loved by many Christians.  
But do they have meaning for our lives?  Do we walk in the 

light of Epiphany all through the rest of the year? 

It is not by accident that Epiphany is celebrated 
shortly before the Season of Lent.  It 

prepares us to understand both the 
horror and the glory of Lent.  Epiphany 

keeps before our eyes the reality that the 
Christ we see abused, mocked, and crucified 

was in no way a helpless victim of his enemies 
who were more powerful than he was.  He was 
not a mere man who was going down to defeat.   

Rather, all through the Passion 
Story we see that he was the One 
in control, not his enemies.  They 
carried out his plan, not theirs.  
See them fall helpless to the 
ground before him in 
Gethsemane.  Listen to him 
openly identifying himself to 
them with his words and by the 
miracle of healing, restoring the 
ear of the high priest’s servant.  
Notice how easily he protects his 
disciples with a divine command: 
“Let these men go!”  How 
astonishing it was that this armed 
mob should humbly obey their 
captive! 

Just a little thought will show us 
how the message of Epiphany 
and its manifestation of Christ’s 
true glory can help us bear our 
crosses and trials in our lives.  He 
is the Lord who showed his might 
by dividing the Red Sea.  He 
brought water out of hard rock 
for several million people and 
their herds.  A thousand years 
later, he would turn water into 

wine, stilled a furious storm, healed the sick, cast out 
demons, raised Lazarus from the dead, and even arose 
himself as the proof of his identity and the crowning 
guarantee of our salvation.   

What a joy it is to realize that this Almighty God is beside us 
every day, everywhere, and every minute in between.  What 
a comfort it is to know at each day’s end that he watches 
over our beds as we sleep.  What a loving Savior he is!  What 
peace fills our hearts as we go through life in the light of 
Epiphany! 



MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 
This year, Ash Wednesday falls on 
Valentine’s Day.  We will begin 
our Wednesday Midweek 
Lenten Services on February 14.  
This year, we are going to 2 
Services each 
Wednesday to 
make these 
Services more 
convenient for 
more of our 
families.  One Service will be at 4:00 p.m.  The other will be at 6:30 
p.m.  Supper will be served by various groups in between Services.  
“Jesus Is Our High Priest” will be our theme this Lenten Season.  
Pastors from Mt. Calvary in Waukesha will be exchanging pulpits 
with the pastors here at Star of Bethlehem each week.  Please join us 
at the foot of the cross as we follow our Savior’s steps this Lenten 
Season.   

C A L L  U P D A T E  
Our Teacher and Athletic Director, Mr. Shawn Riesop, has accepted 
the call he received to Emmanuel Lutheran School in Greenville, WI.  
We are most grateful for the 12 years that he, and his wife and 
family, have invested in our children and in our congregation.  We 
thank our gracious Lord for that!  Mr. Riesop will be continuing to 
teach here at Star of Bethlehem throughout the remainder of the 
school year.  May the Lord grant them a smooth transition to their 
new school and bless their continued service in his kingdom.  Thank 
you for your faithful service! 
 

 

We will be calling for another 6th Grade Homeroom and 
Science Teacher at a special Call Meeting on Sunday, 
February 11, at 11:45 a.m.  We encourage all of our voters to 
come and serve as the Lord’s instruments in calling another 
Teacher for his precious lambs here at Star of Bethlehem.   
 

 

We welcome to Star 
of Bethlehem 

Megan Mesar.  
May the Lord bless 

her membership among 
us and strengthen her 

relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

Joining the Star Family through Adult Confirmation 
Eric and Tammy Madlung and Andrea Fitzwilliams were 

confirmed on December 24 in the Morning Service here at 
Star of Bethlehem.  We welcome them to our Star of 

Bethlehem family, and ask our Lord to enable them to 
continue to grow in the faith and love for our Savior.   

”Follow the Leader” is the title of the next Sunday 
morning Bible Study, beginning on February 11th.  
It is a six week study looking at a different leader 
from biblical times; we’ll look at what made each 
leader an example to follow - as well as their 
shortcomings - and how we might imitate that 
same Christ-centered leadership in our own lives. 

 

NEW BIBLE CLASS 
OPPORTUNITY 
A group will be meeting on 
Friday mornings at 6:30 a.m. 
beginning on January 26 for 
all of you early risers.  Pastor Gawrisch will be 
leading the discussion as we take an in-depth look at 
the Book of Ephesians, entitled, “The Winning 
Church Team.”  Just bring a Bible or we will supply 
one.  Coffee will be available.  The class will be held 
in the Conference Room.   

 

 
Karah Parbs and Marcus Radue were united in 
marriage here at Star of Bethlehem on Saturday, 
December 30, 2017.  May the Lord enable them to 
keep their promises, which they made before 
God’s altar and many witnesses, faithfully 
throughout life to that most grand wedding 
banquet in heaven. 

Seniors  
Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, February 27, at 
6:00 p.m.  Join us for your 
favorite casseroles.  You 
may also bring a salad or 
dessert, if you prefer.  Our 
speaker will be from the 
Milwaukee County Dept. on 
Aging, who will speak about Dementia Care.   Join 
us for an evening of food, fellowship and 
education regarding caring for our loved ones.   



7th Annual H.S.A.  

Rummage & Bake Sale 
On February 24th, the Home and 
School Association will be hosting 
Star's 7th Annual Rummage and Bake 
Sale.  The Rummage and Bake Sale is 
an opportunity to raise funds for our 
school, but more importantly an 
opportunity for outreach to our 
community  We need your help in 
order to achieve these goals.  Please 
consider donating your time and/or 
items to the Rummage and Bake 
Sale.   If you have questions, please 
contact Suzanne Walter 
suzanne.e.walter@gmail.com.    
 

BUDGET FOR 2018 
Information about the operating 
budget for 2018, adopted by the 
voters at the Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 24th, is found on 
the back of the calendar in the paper 
version of the Star Newsletter, and as 
a 5th page in the electronic version.  
Please look it over.  We were blessed 
to see a 6% increase in member 
offerings in 2017.  Even though we 
came up just a little short of what we 
needed to make last year’s budget 
complete, we are confident that the 
Lord will bless our offerings given out 

of love  so that we 
might make the 

modest 3% increase 
in offerings 

needed to 
balance the 

budget for 2018.   
 

Christian Funeral Service 
Dustin Alan Lazowski, the son of Diane 
(Wayne) Lindner, was suddenly called 
out of this life on January 10, 2018.  A 
Christian Funeral Service was 
conducted here at Star of Bethlehem on 
Tuesday, January 16.  May the Lord 
comfort his family with the certain hope 
of God’s promises regarding the 
resurrection of the body and that 
endless reunion once again in heaven. 

 

Men’s Conference 
The 5th Annual Ironmen of God men's 
conference:  Saturday, March 24 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Paul's Lutheran 
school, Ixonia.  Speakers this year are 
Pastors Karl Walther, Aaron Strong, 
Jordan Ertl, and staff minister Dan 
Schoeffel.  Guys, come and be 
strengthened in your faith and enjoy 
Christian fellowship!  Cost is only $30 
and includes a catered lunch and a take 
home coffee mug!  Register at 
www.ironmenofgodwi.org! 
 

God’s People Respond 
WELS members have demonstrated 
their Christian love and concern for 
hurricane victims in Texas, Florida, and 
Puerto Rico with over $1.5 million in 
gifts to WELS Christian Aid and Relief. 
We thank God for this generous 
response to these disasters. 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School invites 
4th and 6th grade students, on separate 
nights from 5:30-7:30 p.m., to a fun 
evening of waterslides and swimming at 
Country Springs Waterpark Hotel in 
Pewaukee. There is no cost, however at 
least one parent must attend with their 
child. Kids will swim and the parents will 
learn more about WLHS.  4th grade 
students are invited on Monday, March 
5, and must RSVP by Monday, February 
26. 6th grade students are invited on 
Monday, March 12, and must RSVP by 
Monday, March 5. RSVP by going to 
www.wlhs.org/splash. 

 
 

Tour Opportunity 
Pastor James Humann, retired WELS 
pastor, invites you to join him on a new 
travel adventure. Instead of the usual 
land/bus tours he has hosted in the 
past, he is offering a thirteen day 
Scandinavia & St. Petersburg, Russia 
cruise tour. The tour dates are 
September 12-24, 2018. The ship is the 
luxurious Norwegian Breakaway, a five 
star Grand Class superliner of the 
Norwegian Cruise Line. The ports of call 
include St. Petersburg, Russia, home of 
the world famous Hermitage Museum; 
Warnemunde, Germany, the gateway 
to the historic capital city of Berlin; 
Tallinn, Estonia, medieval city with its 
cobblestone streets and watchtowers; 
Helsinki, Finland with its ultra-modern 
architecture; Stockholm, Sweden with 
its intricate waterways; Copenhagen, 
Denmark, home of Hans Christian 
Anderson. For a brochure describing the 
daily itinerary, General Conditions and 
costs, e-mail Pastor Humann at 
JHumann383@aol.com. 

Wine Tasting Night Out  
Christian Life Resources invites 
you its 4th Annual Wine 
Tasting Night Out on 
Thursday, Feb. 8, beginning at 
6:00pm at the Chandelier 
Ballroom, 150 Jefferson Avenue, 
Hartford. This evening of wine, 
beer, assortment of delicious 
appetizers and desserts, as 
well as a silent auction will benefit the 
CLR ministry. Cost is $40 per person. Go 
to www.clrevents.com to register. 

Luther Prep School Gala 
Donations of new items are currently 
being accepted for the Luther Prep 
Auction Gala to be held on Saturday, 
April 21. If you have something to share 
it can be brought to the Mission 
Advancement office anytime during the 
LPS school day. If you cannot attend the 
Gala in person this would be a great 
way to show support! Monetary 
donations can be made online: 
http://events.readysetauction.com/luth
erpreparatoryschool/carnival 

The deadline for donations is March 9. 
Questions? Contact Sue at 920-262-
8104.  Your support benefits future 
pastors, teachers, and lay leaders. 
 

mailto:suzanne.e.walter@gmail.com
http://www.wlhs.org/splash


Happy Volunteers 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 
 

Volunteering your time to help out 
another person, group, or organization 

can help you feel happier and well-
adjusted – if you’re older than 40, that is.  

Every two years, between 1996 and 2008, 
researchers collected information about 
volunteering from a survey of people from 5,000 

households.  Volunteering had no effect on the emotional well-
being of people under 40.  But beginning around age 40, 
volunteering became associated with greater emotional well-
being.  One explanation might be that when younger people 
volunteer, they see it as an obligation, while older people view it 
as a way to widen their social circle and gain a sense of purpose.   

SOURCE:  BMJ Open, August 8, 2016. 
 
 

Kids Carnival at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

Step right up and try your luck at over 50 fun 
games! WLHS student body is hosting a kids 
carnival on Sunday, February 18, from 1:00-
3:30. Children age 3 through fourth grade are 
invited to play games, meet live animals, and 

participate in other fun activities. Each 
$3 admission receives 20 play tokens. 
Cotton candy and concessions will be 
available for purchase. Parents and 
grandparents are admitted free of 
charge and encouraged to bring their 

cameras for some great photo opportunities. To host your 
birthday party at the carnival, contact Faith Loberg at 
faith.loberg@wlhs.org. 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School Musical 

“How to Succeed in Business  

Without Really Trying” 

Big business means big laughs in this delightfully clever 
lampoon of life on the corporate ladder. Winner of the Tony 
award for Best Musical and the Pulitzer Prize, this tune-filled 
comic gem follows the rise of J. Pierpont Finch, who uses a 
mixture of charming innocence and smarts to advance from 
window washer to high powered executive. Performances will 
be held on Friday, March 2, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, March 3, at 
7:30 p.m., and Sunday, March 4, at 1:30 p.m. in the WLHS 
auditorium. Reserved seat tickets are available at the WLHS 
reception desk, or by printing out the online ticket order form 
at www.wlhs.org/finearts . Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
children in 8th grade and younger. 

From the 

President 
Nan and I are hooked on “When Calls The Heart”, a 
Canadian-American television drama series that takes 
place around 1910 in frontier western Canada.  (It’s 
available on Netflix if you want to go back to Season 1.)  
The plot tells the story of Elizabeth Thatcher, a young 
teacher accustomed to her high-society upbringing and 
how she copes with her first classroom assignment in 
Coal Valley, Canada.  Being a Hallmark Channel TV 
creation, rest assured that there are plenty of predictable 
outcomes – but as a Christian, I truly appreciate the overt 
Christian-based themes sprinkled throughout the 
storytelling. 

Which brings me to the point I want to make . . . 

When Calls The Heart is a wonderful, family-friendly TV 
series- but it is pure fiction, with a fictional storyline 
taking place in a fictional Canadian town populated by 
fictional characters.  We know it is all fiction – meant to 
teach certain lessons in matters of human interaction. 

But I wonder, how many people think of the Bible in a 
similar manner?  That is, how many people (Christian and 
non-Christian alike) think of the Bible as just a collection 
of nice, fictional stories, meant only to teach spiritual 
lessons? 

How many people truly believe that the Biblical Jonah 
was swallowed by a giant fish of some kind – that it truly 
occurred as an historical fact? 

How many people truly believe that the Genesis creation 
account included literal, 24-hour days – and not 
millions/billions of years? 

If one challenges the authority of the Bible – beginning 
with the creation account in Genesis – then one has the 
basis to doubt everything else, too (such as Jonah being 
swallowed by a giant fish, or the sin of homosexuality, or 
God’s institution of marriage – or the really big one – the 
concept of the Trinity). 

For, 

“I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe, how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly 

things?”  (NIV, John 3:12) 

The Bible is not simply a collection of fictional stories (aka 
When Calls The Heart) – so please carve out some time to 
attend a Bible study (there are several to choose from) 
and learn more.  And, bring a friend. 

See you at church! 

Gene Szaj 

mailto:faith.loberg@wlhs.org


Star of Bethlehem’s 2017 Operating Results 

At Wednesday’s Voters Assembly it was reported that 2017 was a challenging year that resulted in Star 

spending $19,404 more than we received. That amount was taken from Star’s cash reserves. In addition 

$18,648 in commitments to our Affiliated Mission Agencies (Synod, WLHS, etc.) and $12,064 in called 

worker housing allowances were not able to be paid so the ultimate shortfall would have been $50,116. The 

Voters authorized a partial payment of $8,245 to our Affiliated Mission Agencies. 

Star of Bethlehem’s 2018 Adopted Budget 

The highlights of the 2018 Adopted Budget include an increase for our workers to Synod code, a reduction 

in our annual debt service costs due to refinancing our outstanding debt for a longer period of time, a 

reduction in our commitment to our Affiliated Mission Agencies, a tuition increase and allowing for other cost 

increases. The budget details are shown below. If you have questions, please contact a Ministry Council or 

Finance Team member. 

The adopted budget anticipates a 3.0% increase in member offerings to support Star’s ministry and with the 

Lord’s help the member offerings goal will be attainable. May the Lord continue to bless the efforts of our 

members in funding the work of our Lord both in New Berlin and throughout the World. 

STAR OF BETHLEHEM EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH

2017 Adopted  2017 Actual 
|

2018      

Adopted %

RECEIPTS:  Budget |  Budget Actual

|

Member Offerings 1,123,901$     1,091,779$    | 1,124,558$        3.0%

Other Gifts 18,000           14,253          | 18,000              

Tuition 414,959         428,172         | 484,865            

Interest/Miscellaneous Income 200                517               | 200                  

Transfers 64,827           60,827          | 50,000              

|

Total Receipts 1,621,887$     1,595,548$    | 1,677,623$        5.1%

|

EXPENDITURES: |

Affiliated Mission Agencies 223,780$        205,132$       | 183,793$          -10.4%

Percent of Total Expenditures 13.80% 12.70% | 10.96%

Percent of Member Offerings 19.91% 18.79% | 16.34%

Home Expenditures: |

Worship 270,600$        267,504$       | 267,583$          0.0%

Education 856,442         883,473         | 980,122            10.9%

Outreach 4,200             1,774            | 4,200                136.8%

Fellowship 2,900             1,159            | 2,900                150.2%

Spiritual Care 5,025             2,249            | 5,025                123.4%

Finance 65,500           59,817          | 67,600              13.0%

Properties 37,400           37,804          | 41,400              9.5%
|

Total Home Expenditures 1,242,067$     1,253,780$    | 1,368,830$        9.2%

Percent of Total Expenditures 76.58% 77.64% | 81.59%

Debt Service 156,040$        156,040$       | 125,000$          -19.9%

Percent of Total Expenditures 9.62% 9.66% | 7.45%

Total Expenditures 1,621,887$     1,614,952$    | 1,677,623$        3.9%

|

Expenditures (Greater Than) |

Less Than Receipts 0$                 (19,404)$        | -$                  


